
DEPENDENCY DOCKET Activity from Filing Through Disposition

CASE PLAN
Filed with the court before adjudicatory hearing but ≤30 days of complaint or shelter care, whichever is earlier
Journalized by court as part of disposition
Child’s well-being is of paramount concern
Can be changed by submitting written proposal to court
Parties have seven days to object and request hearing
Court sets hearing within 30 days of request
If no request, court may approve on own motion and journalize ≤14 days of receiving proposed changes or 
schedule hearing
If court does not act, changes can be implemented 15 days after submitted.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

➤

Commit to 
temporary 

custody of public 
or private agency,  

relative or 
foster care. 

Remove from 
the home until 
further court 

order; no 
contact with 

guardian. 

Planned 
permanent 

living 
arrangement.

Place in 
protective 

supervision.

Commit to 
permanent 

custody of public 
or private agency.

➤

Before the end of the next day after the day 
on which the child was taken into custody.

Must hold hearing to 
determine probable 
cause <72 hours. 

➤

SWORN COMPLAINT

By any person with standing
In county where child was found
If agency wants permanent or 
temporary custody or planned 
living arrangement, must pray 
for in complaint.

•
•
•

SHELTER CARE HEARING

Held ≤72 hours after child in custody
Parents notifi ed of hearing and of 
preparation of case plan for child and 
consequences of not following case 
plan
Notice of right to counsel.

•
•

•

ADJUDICATORY HEARING
Determine whether: 

Abuse, neglect or dependency
Child should remain or be placed in shelter care 
until dispositional hearing
Reasonable efforts were made to avoid removal
Reasonable efforts were not necessary.

Issue written fi ndings.

•
•

•
•

SUMMONS

To interested parties
Contact number for court
If complaint prays for 
perm or temp custody, 
then explanation of con-
sequences
Right to counsel
Explanation of case plan. 

•
•
•

•
•

Appointment of guardian ad 
litem when:

Child has no parent/  
guardian
Confl ict of interest between 
parent/guardian and child.

•

•

➤

➤

➤

DISPOSITIONAL HEARING 

Held ≤90 days of complaint
Held ≤30 days of adujudicatory hearing.

If not, then dismissed without prejudice.

•
•

➤

Finds clear and 
convincing evidence 
of abuse, neglect or 
dependency. Dispositional order 

issued ≤7 days after 
dispositional hearing.

➤If no probable
cause, child 

returned home.

Award legal 
custody to 

parent or other 
party requesting 

custody.

Abused, neglected
dependent

Runaway

Complaint 
fi led against

Abandoned

Suffering from
illness

Court Order

MUST HAVE probable cause
MUST MAKE reasonable efforts to notify 
parents/guardians before removal with 
explanations of reasons for  removal ex-
cept if doing so would endanger the child.

•
•

Ex-parte emergency 
order

➤

➤

CHILD TAKEN INTO CUSTODY

➤
Child’s welfare is of paramount concern; set ≤72 hours of complaint; hold ≤30 days of complaint.



DEPENDENCY DOCKET Post-Disposition Activity

➤

➤ ➤
➤

➤
➤

DISPOSITION

Termination of 
Parental Rights Reviews

Extension of 
Temporary 

Custody

MOTION FOR PERMANENT CUSTODY
Hearing ≤120 days from motion
Order <200 days from motion 
Must have clear and convincing 
evidence that in child’s best interest 
to grant motion, reasonable efforts 
were unsuccessful, or exception 
invoked and one of the following 
apply:

Placement ≥12 months of 22 
consecutive months
Child abandoned or orphaned
Neither of the above but child 
cannot be placed with parents.

•
•
•

a.

b.
c.

JUDICIAL REVIEW
Any court that issued a dispositional 
order may review the child’s 
placement at any time
Must conduct a review 1 year after the 
earlier of the date the complaint was 
fi led or the child was fi rst placed in 
shelter care
Subsequent reviews should be held 
every 12 months. 

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW
First SAR <6 months after complaint 
or shelter care, whichever is earlier
Subsequent reviews <6 months from 
previous review
Written summary to court <7 days 
from completion.

•

•

•

•

•

•

EXPIRATION OF TEMPORARY CUSTODY
Motion for order of disposition:

Made ≤30 days prior to expiration
Hearing date should be set at fi rst 
dispositional
Decision ≤1 year after complaint or 
shelter care, whichever is earlier
Cannot give more than two 6-month 
extensions. 

•
a.
b.

c.

d.
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